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INTRODUCTION. 



The Society has much pleasure in presenting 
this booklet to the public. It is written by Bhai 
Ram Dyal, Superintendent Deputy Coi" nssioner's 
office, Gurdaspur. He is a descend^, of Bhai 
Nand Lai and the account given by him of his 
great ancestor is most authentic as the facts related 
have been handed down in the family from genera- 
tion to generation. The public is already indebted 
to the writer's father, Bhai Megh Raj Government 
Pensioner, Alultaa, who has published translations 
of Bhai Nand Lai's works in Panjabi poetry. The 
Society offers its most grateful thanks to the 
learned author for his kindness in handing over 
this manuscript to us. 

In the end a few extracts from the writings of 
Bhai Nand Lai are appended to give the reader a 
specimen of his poetry. 

Harnam Singh M. A., B. Sc., 
Secretary, 
THE SIKH TRACT SOCIETY, 
JKhalsa College, Amritasr. 



h .," Lrife of Sh : ^t^^d : ' : ^a t;;;:;; 

BIRTH AND CHi x HO()D:' *' 1:1 

, NowUeiwia Sikh History is there larvy/ac.couuit 

of the life of 'BhaiNand Lai except, dai Gitr £Vuf«Hf3 
Sto^'cby Bhai' Santokh- , Singh, -and -that too is. vary 
brief t, -wl" : venture to, , put beforetVhe (.readers 
au - account; of the. -life pf.iiJEJhaL ,Nau.d ; LaJ, ; as 
preserved- in qup family and wn.ictr nearly, corne^ 
ponds ■ with : the essectials of . the sketch given- by 
Bhai Santokh -tJiughv The ,ai3eotriat?.-giveH relates, to 

about 1700-Bi'krami era. . > >•.. ,. • ■ . i 

"i ■ ........ | - ,, ■ - j . , - ,- s . , . 

; . | In, tha town of ;Gbazni' : ,in, Afghanistan, -there 
lived ,Muuahi Chhaja. flam, . a J£hat:i;i by, .caste., i who 
acted a? a Qiwan ; ;tp. the th.ea 4 >a.wab flf ■. Qhazjui. 
The. Nawab- had. every, trust in .him.,, aryi aU civil, 
military and .revenue, departments wer£ under JHi§ 
gnAdaape and control. Up to f the, age pf f fifty years 
aa#hild o|, his survived .foivmor-e- than . two, 0| 
threjj . years. At fifty., one,- however,.-, a ..spa. was. 
born to him who was , named- Nand Lai,, .but; his 
birth was • not' celebrated with.sny show because 
there was uo guarantee' of long life for him. 
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When Nand Lai was sis years old, a Maulvj 
was engaged to teach him Persian which was the 
court language of the country. He also leartt 
Arabic As the boy was very intelligent and 
smart, he became a good scholar even while he was 
in his teens. 

Diwan Chhaju Ram was a follower of Gosain 
Kama Naud, the founder of the Bairagi sect. 
When Nand Lai was twelve years old. his father 
fixed a day for the ceremony of kanthi (wearing a 
string of beads round the neck). He invited his 
Guru and other Bairagi es to a dinner, and many 
other poor people al*o gathered together for meals 
on that occasion. When every one had taken bis 
food, the Guru wishad to put the string of beads 
round the bov's neck, but he refused to put it on. 
On enquiring into the cause of his refusal, the 
boy said, "This necklace is of no use to me. its 
beads are of wood and they are Strung on a - cotton 
thread, which is liable to break. Put a necklace 
of God's Name round ray neck so that 1 may 
repeat God's Name to obtain real bli 0 ' When 
the Guru heard this he kept the neck' j withh im 
and went away to his abode. His father scolded 
him and advised h ; m- to reconsider his decision 
but he remained firm in his belief.* : 



* See Macaullif's Sikh Beligion Vol: KI Page 102. 
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. On the third day Diwan Ghhaju Ram went 
again to his Guru and entreated him to put the 
string of beads on his son. The Q-uru replied 
"Diwan Ji, I baveu't got the particular nec;klace 
which Nand Lai has asked for, and so it will be 
better to leave him free to select another spiritual 
guide." This silenced Chhaju Ram. He returned 
home and dropped the matter for ever. 

DEATH OF HIS FATHER. 

Bhai Nand Lai became an accomplished scholar 
of Persian and Arabic, and acquired a great 
perfection in poetry. The charm of his poetry 
spread hi? fame far and wide. When he was. 
uinteen, his father passed away, while his mother 
bad died a couple of years before. Bhai IN and Lai 
had hardly any relations left there, except two or 
three from his mother's side, for a mutual 
exchange of civilities. 

When Bhai Nand Lai had performed the 
funeral ceremonies of his father according to the 
prevailing customs of that country, he went to the 
Nawab with .a request to grant him his father's 
post. But the Nawab said "Your father -was an 
old and experienced Diwan, while you are still too 
young to hold that high office. You should liist 
take up some junior post and therein gain 



^p ; eriep,oe. .jfoj^ue , eonrserdf tiih-e' yott wflil get 
yopiv.fathe-r'Si.posI;.-!, .This. did. not : satisfy iBhgi 
^ T aDd..La|. ir -He.J-eft the >Nawab -in anger? vawing 
#eye,r,tp, sea-him ,agaia..-and-.m^de.'Rp his! mind< : W 
l6Aye,GrJiajmi.f.oi\esrert. •-/;. i .. i h>' : . ,, V •- ••<■ 

tens nr«* *-W' P i m«-7 h r -■/:■".!. '*H • i] 

,; . „ .MIQRAUION TO, MIJLTAN. ^ - „ , 

•iwau Chhaju' Rani had' possessed' great 1 
property and'fn^t^ v$hidjf-,\v:ag / i'ftyested with 
different persons at the time of his death. After 
realizing 'all 'the ; dues Ehai^and!. Lai eon&r&tf' ajl 
his property Into"' easbl" He employed two faithful 
UetltiAts'.'''" A 'caravan o'f Pathans Vas ready to 1 
leave fbr Multan. The head of the caravan was 
a'frien'd of'Bhal ivi and 'Lai's 'father who'' pfomis'ecV 
t'b'iake'Bhai'^and 'Lat'along with him to^'Multan.' ' 

1,*,, Afier.on«'moivth- the; caravan "trmde"piepara~ i 

tions to leave for Multan and-Bfeai Nand LaPal-30' 

loaded two mules with luggage, and himself lpde a 

tMrd one 'and accompanied by his. ^ b servants. 

-•- .,■><>,•> ■■■■ . <U <>.. •? : *'t • i-t 

started with the party. 

■-' ^A-foer- 'a 1 long, 'wearisome m ! areh, Bhai Nan'd'Lat' . 
reached* Miiltarf, wheVe he'tttofcleave of' the party ^ 
aod put^p with"bis two Sewants in the'to-wn;' But 1 
as-the (owi- was'densely popxfla'ted'. hexJidiiof- 
to reside ; witKiH tWfour'walls;; -One 1 day be; : 'cam r <? r 
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dW- of the "city for a walk'tO sari's th'fe'TJeJlii '^ate'I 
ffi'the -open' ground m'frOnt "of the" ; 'gatd'he" H% 'a 
well; close" to which'-there' wtofer-tWH or Ihree' h ! di^eS 
6f khatHeS.' He- talked' for 'a'Whi^ Mt^thc^feopW 
living' there 1 kid' *h^n' •thought' ' of 'shifting to 'the 
sMe'place'. 'flrbou'glrt stfto^lai* ahdbixiit W'iV 
{spacious and 1 btia-iitiful house forMfo" S elj:i'' I ke'' 
^fsuu*^d l som0otb^f people to build hwhs-es' 'in 'ib'd' 
vicinity ar.d even gave money on loan to some'p'bo^ 
men for buildjngAheir hQUS^s^ere.^ Jn this way 
many Hindus and koh'atnmadans' bought lands, 
b^ilt houses'aud began 'to settle tivere; "After 'some 
timeDhe' population-of'' this'' setrieme^t- io'creased; ! 
and' 1 it- '-was ; 'ritfmed > Aijhapiim/'-'Qh&v '-Nahd ' Lai' 
being called Aghn hy 'his ©haznryeivauts. 1 "- ••' J 

:'!:•: O •» •: til ••-'.;.{ .i| Hi:' ' -j -.; v |-i J 

»ut i t i r 'MARRIAGE, ( * . - ., t fH 

.■ A, khqtri resident of that Quarter finding Bhai 
Naud L&l .tQ jb t e jpuug and a _ man of wealth ^and; 
learning^ ga,ve ..his da^H 1 ; fc0 in ^marrjage^ 
He } aji,d.hi§, both- began , to ( pass, their _ days* 
happily. His wife was very obedient and dutiful, 
apd was well up in household work. 

••<>:■ ;., ; i t-y •(,-•?' *,.• .->/ ■■ - -•/«> .•->...,.-• • < j 

; Hp to'the aKe- : o£ twenty. one' he did, not 'believe.-, 
ia; any particular religion. , But his:„wife. and .hej, 
•brents werev-followers of Guru Nauak. They ^ } 
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recited Guru .Nanak's. hymns. There ml a 
gurdwara of a Bedi Sikh very near, which is bow 
called the Dharamsala of Bawa Kahanpat. The 
parents of his wift daily went there for service and 
by and by Bhai Nand Lai also began, to acquire a 
taste for the Guru's Word, and became a follower 
of Guru Nacak.. He learnt Gurmukhi characteis 
and after some time he got much of Gurhani by 
heart. 

HIS LITERARY WORKS. 

Bhai Nand Lai at the same time kept himself 
busy in literature and wrote many b joks in Persian.. 
He wrote eight books, out of which two 'Tausif-o- 
Sana' and 'Khatma' became very famous. The 
Tausif is wholly written in praise of the Sikh 
Gurus and is a master piece of. Persian style. The 
Khatma is in praise of God and is full of learning 
and philosophy. Many people read them at.d took 
lessons in them as courses. My grandfather, Bhai 
Jes Earn, had learnt by heart both these books, 
and recited them daily after Hahiras, the evening 
prayer. 

In these days the works of Bhai Nand Lai like 
other Persian books are not popular. But in the 
days of Bhai Sahib these books were very famous 
and as there were no Government schools many 
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people came to him for taking lessons in Persian. 
His deseendents continued to perform this duty 
of teaching Persian to Hindus even in the time of 
the British Government, It is not uncommon in 
Multan to come across very old reared Government 
servants still bowing tneir heads before the window 
of the room where they received their lessons in 
Persian f(.Q"v Bhai Jes Kara, the well-known 
Persian r bfar, and one of the deseendents of 
Bhai Naud Lai. 

THE BHAI AS A MIR MflNSHl. 

In those days Multau was a part of the terri- 
tory oj Kabul, and a Governor appointed by the 
. Kiug of Kabul ruled there. When the Governor 
heard about Bhai Nand Lai he called him and was 
pleased to learn all about him He made him his 
Mir Munsui. 

On acccuut his being a good Persian scholar 
aud z highly intellectual man, he pleased the 
Governor so much that he received greater honour 
than most of the other Munshies. This roused a 
grest jealousy in Che minds of his colleagues who 
began to make false complaints against him. Bhai 
Nand Lai resigned his post after five or six years' 
service. 
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BIRTH OF SONS ft MIGRATION, TO AGRA. 

At the age of fo ty a son was bain to hira who 
was named Lakhpat Rai. Two years later another 
son was born. He was named Li 3 a Ram. 

When the elder son was five years and the 
younger one three years old, he got tired of 
Multan. He placed his sons and wife with his 
parents-in-law, and leaving a great property for 
them bade good-bye to Multan. Of the two 
servants he had brought from Ghazni one he left 
with his children and the other ha took along with 
him. He reached Lahore and stayed there for 
some days. After a passing view of Amritsar and 
other big towns in the way, he reached Anandpur 
to pay his homage to Guru Gobind Singh. After 
getting permission from the Guru he went to Agra. 

In those days Bahadur Shah, the elder son of 
Auraugzeb was the Governor of Agra and all this 
territory was uader his cor4y-l. Bhai Naud Lai 
composed a long eulogu .^oeni in praise of the 
King and recited it before the Prince in his court 
The Prince was much pleased to hear it and 
enquired all about him. Bhai Nand Lai related 
the whole storv of migrating from Ghazni, and 
Bahadur Shah was pleased to invite him to his 
court next day. 
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Accordingly Bhai Nand La! went to the court 
where the Prinze offered him a seat with great 
respect. Tne Prince talked with him aad after- 
ward offered the post of Mir Munshi to him, 
waich he accepted very gladly. 

Baai Nand Lai performed the duties of this 
important post with great integrity and diligence. 
Wheu his official notes reached Delhi, tl ey were 
greatly appreciated by tho oficials of the Imperial 
Uovevnraent 

After some time the Empertr Aurangzeb made 
a tour to Agra, an,t he and his troops halted there. 
A royal Dar'na • was held and many atteaded it. 
The next day lectures were delivered by pr^iohres 
in a religious gathering and every effort, was 
made to please the Empero". 

Auraagzeb doubted the correct iaterpt etnfion 
of an Ay at in Quran. He had consulted many 
learned men about it, but none could explain it to 
his satisfaction. Seeing a large religious gathering 
attended by learned men and scholars, he placed 
that Ayat for explanation before them and every 
pti') tried to explain it aeording to his ability, but 
no one coald clear the dtubts of the King, iae 
also asked his son, Bahadur Shah, to explain it. 
He said that he would try if some time was given 



to him. The King allowed him eight days and the 
meeting was dispersed. 

Bahadur Shah thought over that Ayat, but 
he could not arrive at any satisfactory explana- 
tion. He sent for Qazis and Maulanas and even 
tbey could not interpret it correctly. Bahadur Shah 
vowed not to eat and drink until he got a solution. 
Bhai Nand Lai inquired iuto the cause of his 
dejection, and Bahadur Shah related to him the 
whole story. Bhai Nand Lai said that ii was an 
ordinary thing. EI* interpreted the Ayat in such 
a way as to remove all possible doubts. Bahadur 
Shah was pleased to learn this and his ansietywas 
removed. 

On the eighth day Bahadur Shah went to the 
court of Auranrzeb. Many learned men and 
scholars were present. The King reminded him 
Of the Ayat, the explanation of which he had 
promised to give after eight days. Bahadur Shah 
at oiice explained the Ayat to the satisfaction of 
the King and to the pleasure of all present. The 
King asked Bahadur Shah if that explanation waa 
his owu. He spnke the truth, saying that the 
credit for coriectly interpreting the Ayat was 
iightly due to his Mir Munshi. The Mir Muushi 
was ordered to present himself in the court. Bhai 
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Nand Lai went before the Emperor. The King hi 
order to test him asked him again the meaning' 
of the Ay at- The interpretation was so beautifully 
given that the King was convinced. Auraugzab 
gave Bhai Nand Lai a prize of Rupees five hundred, 
and be departed. Then ^uraugzeb told his son 
that such a learned scholar should not remain a 
Hindu but should be at once converted to Moham- 
madanism. Bahadur shah said, "All right," and 
kept this in his mind. 

Next day Bahadur Shah increased the pay of 
Bhai Naud Lai and began to pay him more respect 
than before. After a few days he disclosed the secret 
that it was the King's order that he should be con- 
verted *o Islam. Bhai Nand Lai was struck with 
surprise and became silent; he, however, told the 
Prince that he would let him know his decision 
after a while. 

There was a man named Ghias-ud-Din, 
Darogha of the court, who was rather intimate 
with Bhai Nand Lai, and used to discuss religious 
topies with him. Bhai Nand Lai always thought 
him to be his friend and the Darogha always 
regarded the Bhai to be his religious instructor. 
The Bhai sent for him and told him that Bahadur 
Shah wanted to convert him to Islam. He also 
• 



14 

told him that he had no desire then to live there 
under those circumstances. Ghias-ud-Din had 
complete faith in him, he wept and said that he 
would follow him whereever he went. I'ut the 
Bhai paused a while and told him that if he 
accompanied him they would both be soon eau?ht, 
and therelore it was expedient for him to leave the 
place that night and if the Darogha wanted to meet 
him again he could do so after a few days at 
Lahore by taking leave from the Prince. 

AT ANANDPUR. 

At h st Bhai Nand Lai left the place secretly 
that very night and taking swift and long marches 
reached Lahore in about a week and put up in a 
Sarai. Nest day his servant of Ghazui di<>d, and 
his funeral rites were performed at Lahore. 

When the Prince came to know that the Bhai 
had gone away he searched f#r him all round, but 
no trace could be found. After four days Ghias-ud- 
•in also took one mouth's leave and met the Bhai 
at Lahore. Bbai Nand Lai was in a state of sorrow 
for the death of his faithful servant and on seeing 
Ghias-ud-Bin he again picked up courage. 

Bhai Nand Lai went to Anandpur with Ghias- 
ud-Din. He obtained a lodging and took rest. 
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Early in the morning next day he took his bath-, 
put ou a clean dress and presented himself at the 
Gum's Darbar. This was about the year 1741-42 
and the age of Bhai Nand Lai was forty one or 
forty two. 

iJiiai Nand Lai had brought some offerings for 
the Guru. He presented his offerings and was 
greatly delighted at obtaiumg the sight of the 
Guru. Ghias-ud-Diu also presented fifty gold 
mohars and bowed and sat. Bhai Nand Lai and 
Ghias-ud-Din both related their accounts of what 
had happened to them. The Guru asked Ghi;.s- 
ud-Din if he had adopted a murshid. 

On this Ghias-ud-Din pointed out Bhai Nand 
Lai. The Guru was pleased and smiled. At that 
time a Sikh who was near by said to him that it 
was improper for him to talk like this in presence 
•f the Satguru. At this the Guru said to the Sikh 
"Ghias-ud-Din is the disciple of Bhai Nand Lai 
and that latter is my disciple which means that 
both are my disciples." The Guru gave them a 
gocd lodging and told them to seive the Guru's 
Sangdt. 

Ghias-ud-Din left for Agra, as his one month's 
leave was over and Bhai Nand Lai remained there. 
On his departure he promised not to disclose the 
secret of Bnai Nand Lai's being at Anandpur. 
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Bbai Nand La! began to reside at Anandpur. 
performing the Guru's service, and gradually bf- 
came familiar with the practice of the Darliar and 
was ready to do anything which the Guru ordered 
him to d«- 

In those days there were many poets with the 
Guru and they used to translate old religions b«oks. 
Bhai Nan J Lai put many questions to the Guru 
about Sikh religion in order to remove his doubts 
and was satisfied. 

Bhai Nand Lai also composed a bo«k of poems 
and named it Kacdgi Narmi. The b»ok contains 
the doctrines of the Sikh Religion, besides discour- 
ses on the devotion to tbe Guru and God, knowledge 
of God, meditation, Jog, Vairag find prayers etc. 
The poetry of the book is very attractive and im- 
pressive This bo«k Bbai Nam! Lai presented to 
the Guru. w:is to explain and interpret the 
verses of the book daily at the Diwan and this was 
done as ordered by the Guru. After some time 
when the book was finished the Guru in p-eat 
pleasure asked the Bhai Sahib about tbe name of 
the book, to which he answered 1 Bandgi Nama'. 
Tbe (Jura changed the name to ' Zindgi Nama' am: 
wrote the following verse at the end of the book. 

" Zab-i-haivau pur shuda choon jam-i-o 



17 



Zindgi Nama shuda zan uarn-i-o". 

• "As this cup is lull of the life-giving nectar it is 
to be called the Zindgi Natua ov the Book of Life." 

The Gum having written this' verse said 
whosoever reads this book with love will purify his 
human life. Hp also received the title of 4 Bhai' 
from that day, ai d his book is allowed to ba recit- 
ed m the Golden Temple, Amritsar, though beside 
the Gnru's Word no other man's verses are permit- 
ted to he sung within that holy temple of the 
Sikhs, except those of Bhai Gurdas. 

Bhai Nand Lai acquired such a deep love for 
the presence of the Guru, that he never cared for 
his home, his wife and children. They were looked 
after by his parents-in-law. There was no such 
postal and railway arrangements as ws have in 
these days, so every mouth' a mutual exchange of 
new* could be had by a messeager. 

. When the Guru came to know of the two sons 
of Bhai Nand Lai at Multan, he sent for the Bhai 
telling him that he would write to his Sikhs at 
Multan' to look after the two boys and to make 
offerings to them and treat the offerings as having 
reached the Guru. But the Bhai requested the 
Guru that it bad been their ancestral profession to- 
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earn their livelihood by serving Nawabs and 
Rajas, so he did not wish to make his sons loafers; 
they only required the Guru's kind attention. The 
Gnru was pleased to hear it and blessed him. 

His lovo for the sight of the Guru had reach- 
ed such a pitch that he was not even satisfied by 
seeing the Guru daily. The Guru was also pleased 
with him., and his discourses were a pleasure to 
him. The Bhai in his turu was so enamoured of 
the Guru that he composed verses ab3ut the Guru 
in whichever mood he saw him. When he unfortu- 
nately could not nave a view of him, he would 
describe hi* restlessness in piems which he would 
afterwards recite before the Guru. 

At Anandpur the Guru had opened free 
kitchens for the poor and the needy and Bhai Nand 
Lai also was incharge of one of them. One day the 
Sikes fell into a discussion as to which of the 
kitchens was serving better. The news of this 
quarrel reached the Guru and he made up his mind 
to hold a secret test of them all. One day he dis- 
guised himself and went to a kitchen aui said 
that he was hungry and wanted some food. The 
Sikhs serving in one of the Kitchens said tbat the 
food was not yet ready, tbat if he would wait for 
some time he would get it. Then the Guru went 
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to another kitchen and asked for food. . The 
manager of the kitchen said that if he only waited 
for other people to come round, he could eat along 
with them. Theu he went to the third and asked 
for something to eat but they said that food would 
be distributed after grace was said. In this way 
all kitchen managers refused him food, making 
different excuses. But when the Guru went to the 
kitchen of Bhai Naud Lai he offered cooked articles 
of food in whatever form they were and said 
that "That much was ready and other things 
would be ready shortly " The Guru carried away 
the things and kept them in one place. Then at 
the evening Diwan he himself started a talk about 
the kitchens asking wdicti kitchen served better 
than others. Answers from the men in charge 
did not satisfy the Guru and he said that Bhai 
Lai's kitchen was the only one of its kind where 
people wer« fed freely. Ee also said that he had 
himself gone that morning to all kitchens and 
begged for food but all except Bhai Nand Lai had 
made evasive excuses. He sent for the articles 
obtained from Bhai Nand Lai's kitehen and show- 
ed them to all the Sikhs. They were all surprised 
and felt ashmed of their conduct. The Guru 
then instructed them to satisfy the wants of any 
man -that came to themjat any time and not to send 
him back without giving him something. 
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In this way Bbai Sand Lai served the Guru 
up to the age of seventy two years and breathed 
his last at the feet of the Guru and made the be.= t 
use of his life.' 

Out of the two sous of Bhai Nmd Li\, Diwau 
Lakpat Kai died childless, while Diwau Lila Ram's 
descenients live at Aghapura to the present day, 
holding respectable po?ts in Government and 
Bahawalpur State service. 

It. would not be out of place to mention that 
lokhalus of Bhai Nana" Lnl was "Goya", a 
speaker, meaning thereby that it was some one 
else who made him speaK, he himself could have 
done nothing. , . ., , t ■ 

His e.^ht. works are as follows : — 

1. Dastur-ul-Insba contains instructions 

about letter-writing in Persian with a number of 
model letters for various occasions. 

2. Arz-ul-A!faz:— — a vocabulary of different 
words and phrases of Aiabie. 

3. T&usif-o-Sana aptose book with some 

poems at the end is composed of very difficult 

expressions and phrases in Persian and Arabic. 
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i. Khatraah is a poem la Persian written 

in praise of God and contains Persian and Arabic 
terminology of the worldly things and is a very, 
scholarly book. 

a. Jot Bigas wa Mujmna Anwar is ;i 

poem in Persian. It teJls how the sonl of Gfuru 
Nanak transmigrated into the bodies of the next 
nine Gurus and how it worked according to the 
age and time. 

I). Zindefi Naraa — • — contains rules of t.he life 
of a Sikh. 

7. Ganj Nama contains praises of the 

ten Gurus and is partly in prose and is partly in 
ve v se. 

8. Diwan Goya contains poems of Bhai 

Naud Lai in praise of Guru Gobind Singh. 

The books Nos. 5, 6 and S have ben translat- 
ed into Panjaoi and have been published by my 
1'Bther, Bhai .Megh Raj Ji, late Government Pen- 
sioner aud famous Hakim and Persian scholar of 
Muzaffargarh. The translations named "Prem 
>5atnundar", Prem Sarowar " aud " Prem Pbul- 
wari " can be had in the maiket- 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF BHAI 
NAND LAL. 

The following are extracts from Zindgi Nama 
or ' Bestower of eternal life': 

Both worlds here and hereafter are filled with 
God's light ; 

The Sun and Moon are merely servants who 
hold his torches.* 



If, my friend, thou associate with the holy, 
tbou shall obtain abiding wealth. 



Evil is that society from which evil resulteth; 
and which will all last bring sorrow in its train. 



As far as may be, remain servants, and claim 
not to be Master.* 

A servant ought not to search for aught but 
service. 

* This ivas addressed to those ivho held the bun 
anp moon to be gods and objects of ivorship. 

* Some Vedantists with their pantheistic ideas 
claim to be God himself. 
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Hence, my friend, thou oughtest to distinguish 
between thyself and God. Even if thou art 
united with Him, utter not one word which doth 
not express thy subjection to Him. When Mausur 
said, I am God, they put his head on the gibbet. 



This- heart of thine, • man, is God's temple. 
What shall I say f This is God's ordinance.; 



Though thy Lord and converseth with thee, 
Yet through thy stupidity thou vnnnest in every 
direction to find Him. ' 



The Omnipotent is manifested by his omnipo- 
tence. 



Sweetness trtcktath from the words of the 
holy ; the water of life drippeth from every hair 
of their bodies. 



f lhe saints are the same without and within ; 
both words are subject to their orders. 



They who search for God are ever civil. 



— 0 

Courtesy pointeth out the way that leadeth to 
God. The discourteous are beyond God's kind- 
ness* 

In the following extract from from Bhai Naud 
Lai's Biwan Goya, a clear distinction is drawn be- 
tween God and man: — 

Although the wave and the ocean both consist 
of water, yet tln>re is a great difference between 
them. [ im one -vave or' Thee who art an endless 
sea. Thou art as distinct from me as heaven is 
from earth. 



* After the d&dhot Aurenqzeh Bhai Nand Lai 
found a patron in his son the Emperor Bahadur 
Shah, under ivhom he found leisure to write his 
works on the Sikh relief ion. 



